[JRS SIS, Vol VI, Issue (1), January 2018 : 309- 316

ISSN 2347 — 8268

INTERN ATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCHES IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND INFORMATION STUDIES

%g‘i}é};\j © VISHWASHANTI MULTIPURPOSE SOCIETY (Global Peace Multipurpose Society) R. No.659/13(N)
T www.vmsindia.org

ADVANTAGE OF EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY AND ITS EDUCATIONAL

SIGNIFICANCE IN SOCIETY.

Rini Dwivedi
Shivaji Science College,Nagpur.
drrini.dwivedi@gmail.com
ABSTRACT:

Today, everything that we come across has some technological to it. Be it at home, school or

workplace, technology has found a comfortable niche and has become an integral part of life.

With the use of technology, several arenas are seeing changes and education is also one of

them. The birth of educational technology has proved to be a boon to students the world over.

Not only in the regular setting, but also in educating students with special needs have known

to be benefited with the introduction of this modern invention. Let us now discuss the uses and

benefits of educational technology in this modern-day setting.

INTRODUCTION:
What is Educational Technology?

The term ‘educational technology’ has
a broad perspective and is also referred to as
instructional technology or learning
technology. This method plays a vital role in
enhancing the learning process of students
and also assists teachers in communicating
with the students in an easy way.
Educational technology can be a classroom
affair, or can be even taken out of the
classroom. This technology has successfully
transformed the of

stereotypical image

classrooms into a modern and more

interesting one. Thanks to this modern
development, classrooms are no longer a
boring place and learning is actually a fun
experience. With the use of computers and
software programs, which provide learning
materials, technology has changed education

to a great extent.
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Educational Technology Benefits-

There are a number of benefits of
the field of
education. There has been a positive impact
of

classrooms have made learning easier for the

introducing technology in

technology on  education. Virtual
student community. With the potential use of
technology, the learning speed and style have
undergone a sea change and communication
has become easier. Here are some of the
benefits of educational technology.

J One of the benefits of educational
technology for students is that it helps them
improve their learning capabilities. Since it is
one field which is constantly changing, new
updates can be easily introduced to the
students and class plans can be prepared
with the help of the software.

. In the earlier days, education was

considered to be mostly for the elite class and
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people under other strata were quite ignorant
of it. With the introduction of educational
technology, there is no discrimination and
everyone is equally accessible to get
educated.

. The information can be portrayed in
the help

Knowledge has become easily

various ways with of study
materials.
accessible to students in every part of the
world with the implementation of technology
in the field of education. Online classrooms
help students to interact with other students
belonging to the same stream, but located
somewhere else in the world.

J Since the internet is the main medium

and other things like handheld tablet PCs

and smart boards have entered the arena,
students do not have to carry heavy
backpacks loaded with books. They can
walk in comfortably to the classroom where
these equipment are already placed.
. With the birth of virtual classrooms,
the instructor from any part of the world can
teach the learner (or learners) who may be
living at the other end. The reach of this
technology is quite far and students living in
the remote parts can also avail it with ease.

o In special education, the educational
technology has brought about a sea change
where the needs of students are catered to
in a different manner. With the introduction
of the software which teachers students
with special needs, the appropriate study
materials are designed so that learning is

comfortable.
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With the inclusion of technology, the
of

modification,

education is

the

concept undergoing a

for betterment of the
students as well as the teachers, hence, the
introduction of technology is important in
education. Thanks to educational technology,
now learning and teaching have become an
enjoyable experience.

Benefits of Virtual Schooling-

Many people are aware of virtual
schooling as an educational alternative.
However, they might wonder just what makes
it worthy of consideration. As with other
forms of education, cyber schooling offers
unique benefits. Here are just a few of them
to consider.

Individualized Education-

Having educational options means
families can make the best choices for their
children. Each child has unique educational
strengths, weakness, needs and preferences,
and virtual schooling allows families and
educators to address these differences. In
many cases, virtual schools allow families
and educators to evaluate a student and
provide customized

a education geared

towards helping the student learn and

develop. With education individualized to
meet his or her needs, a student may be more
willing to learn and more likely to excel.
Learning Pace-

A student’s learning pace can prove a
concern in any type of learning environment.
traditional it is often

In classrooms,

important for students to adopt a pace that
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suits the classroom, so that no one lags
behind others and no one gets too far ahead.
Adopting an average pace is often important,
in such cases, to keeping the flow of learning
consistent and preventing students from
becoming bored and frustrated. In a cyber-
school, however, this is typically less of a
concern or a non-issue altogether. Because
virtual education programs can be adapted to
meet student needs, they often allow student
to work towards mastery at the pace that is
comfortable for them.

Flexibility-

Many students and their families
appreciate the flexibility that cyber schooling
can provide. Rather than requiring students
to keep to traditional school schedules, many
virtual schools allow students to create the
learning schedules that best suit their
lifestyles. Here, the point is not to learn at a
particular hour but simply to learn.
Scheduling flexibility can prove helpful for
students who have other interests to purse
on a regular basis. For instance, it may help
students who are heavily involved in art,
music, dance, and athletic activities. It might
also prove beneficial for students who
volunteer, work, or participate in internships.
Sometimes travel

family dynamics or

schedules also make flexible scheduling a

plus.
Guidance and Support-

Often, families consider virtual
schooling because of the support and

guidance they can expect versus traditional
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homeschooling. For example, with cyber

schooling, parents can benefits from the
guidance of instructors and the support of
counselors and mentors. Many schools also
offer technical support, academic advising
and tutoring help for students on an as-
needed basis.

Using Online Learning to improve your
Education-

Online education has made it easier to
get a music degree or nursing degree.
Learning online has enabled many people to
get a better education. If you know how to
surf the internet, then you have knowledge at
your fingerprints.

It is no longer necessary to travel long
distances and sacrifise work and family in
order to expand your skill set and your
knowledge. You can get a degree online or in
a hybrid arrangement that allows you to do
most of your studies on the internet while
you visit a campus for hands-on
training.Consider these examples.

Online Paralegal Degree-

A bachelor degree in paralegal studies
can get you into the legal world without
having to acquire training in law. Paralegals
do most of the research and prepare cases for
lawyers. The only thing that a paralegal
cannot do is represent clients in court.

Thanks to the internet, you can now
do much of the class work and reading
online. You do not have to lose time traveling
to a campus and sitting in a classroom. The

internet can bring all the resources you need
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to study into your home or anywhere with
access to the online world.

A music degree is a good example of a
course of study that can benefit from a
hybrid approach to distance learning. You
will need to study theory. There is no need to
take that class on the campus. Instead, you
could easily listen to music samples and
evaluate them online.

Other classes may require you to play

instruments or participate with your
instructor in musical performance. By
allowing the flexibility which distance

learning offers, instructors can adapt courses
to meet the needs of students of all kinds.
This is especially true for those beginning a
second career or simply trying to get a degree
that they always wished they had.

Some degrees, such as a nursing
degree, require a lot of hands-on training.
However, even a nursing degree has
prerequisites which include a lot of reading
and writing. These courses are ideal
candidates for distance learning and online
education.

Eventually, in a course of study that
require hands on experience such as nursing
degree, you will need work on campus or at
another specified location. That does not
mean, though, that the online world has lost
all use for you. No matter how much time is
spent on campus, the internet is always a
valuable resource to have.

Even courses which require daily

meetings in a classroom can profit from using

312

the technology that makes distance learning

possible. Students can save money by

purchasing  electronics  textbooks and
bringing them to their classes on laptop
computers. Instructors now have access to
any video or audio presentation that they
think will be helpful to their classes.

Whether you want a parallel degree, a
music degree or a nursing degree, you will
find the internet to be helpful. It can offer
mountains of valuable information. It can
also make it possible for you to enhance your
knowledge without having to give up your job.

“Education is a key to success.” It
gives us knowledge of the world around us,
while opening doors to brilliant career
opportunities. Education builds confidence to
make decisions, to face life, and to accept
success is and failures. The best way to reach
career success is to map out a strategy and
set goals. Education can be a source that
could lead someone for a better future.
Having seventeen or eighteen years of waking
up early in the morning, doing home works
and projects and staying late at night to
study for exam is not an easy task to do. But,
for you, what is success? For some, success
is the accomplishment of the goal aimed by a
person.

Education, if looked at beyond its
conventional boundaries, forms the very
essence of all our actions. What we do is
what we know and have learned, either
through instructions or through observation

and assimilation. When we are not making an
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effort to learn, our mind is always processing
new information or trying to analyze the
similarities as well as the tiny nuances within
the context which makes the topic stand out
or seem different. If that is the case then the
mind definitely holds the potential to learn
more, however, it is us who stop ourselves
the of

knowledge with self-doubt or other social,

from expanding horizons our
emotional, or economic constraints.

While most feel that education is a
necessity, they tend to use it as a tool for
reaching a specific target or personal mark,
after which there is no further need to seek
education. Nonetheless, the
of
indispensable and cohering, which is why

be

greater

importance education in society is

society and knowledge cannot ever
separated into two distinct entities. Let us
find out more about the role of education in
society and how it affects our lives.

Role of Education in Society
Education is Self- Empowerment-

Receiving a good education helps
empower you, thus making you strong
enough to look after yourself in any given
situation. It keeps you aware of your given
surrounding as well as the rules and
regulations of the society you’re living in. It’s
only through knowledge that you can be able
to question authority for its negligence or
discrepancies. It is only then that you can
avail your rights as a citizen and seek
improvement in the structural functioning of
governance and economy. It’s only when a

citizen is aware about the policies of its
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government can he be able to support or
protest the change. As a whole, people can
bring about development only when they
know where improvement is necessary for the
greater good of mankind. Education helps
you understand yourself better; it helps you
realize your potential and qualities as a
human being. It helps you to tap into latent
talent, so that you may be able to sharpen
your skills.

Financial Stability and Dignity of Life-

Another importance of education is
that it helps you gain sufficient academic
qualification so that you are able to get
suitable employment at a later stage. A
decent employment would be combined with
hard-earned remuneration or salary through
which you can look after your personal
expenses. While you earn for yourself, you
gradually begin to realize the true worth of
money and how hard it is to earn it. You
realize the significance of saving for a rainy
day and for unforeseeable contingencies. You
feel empowered because there is a new sense
of worth that develops within you, and you
feel the need to be independent and free from
any further financial support. You take pride
in the fact that you are earning for yourself,
and are not obligated to anyone.

Growth in Personal Aspiration-

There also comes a phase when the
amount you are earning presently will seem
inadequate because your aspirations and
expectations from yourself would have grown

considerably. After this, you will want to
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change jobs so as to have a higher profile.

However, here is when you need to be
prepared. A promotion of this figure can
occur in two given situations, which are, that
either you have the necessary higher
academic qualification or a college degree
which allows you a safe passage, or that you
have amassed enough practical experience
which allows you to be a suitable candidate
for the employment you seek.

On the Job Efficiency-

This is why college education is very
important after high school and must not be
taken for granted. When faced with the option
of choosing between a highly qualified
candidates and a not so educated candidate,
the employers will most probably go in for the
qualified person. The reason of that, a
qualified candidate will not require much
investment of the employer’s time and money.
The organization need not teach him or her,
the tricks of the trade, or the various ways of
functioning and performing the tasks of the
workplace. On the contrary, a novice /
amateur applicant would need to be taught
everything from scratch, which many
employers are usually not willing to do. The
same applies for people who seek higher
education and get advanced diplomas while
working. These people are continuously
improving their profile and their knowledge
base so as to go higher up on the competitive
ladder.

Helps Plan Ahead-

314

“A goal without a plan is just a wish.”
Those who have amassed enough education,
steer the path of development and progress
for their country. It is these individuals who
go ahead and become teachers, scientists,
inventors, welfare activist, soldiers, and
politicians who work together to form the very
backbone of the society. Without this pool of
intellect, the economic and social framework
would crumple and fall, paving its way for
anarchy, degradation, and violence. While
this intricate balance of growth is
maintained, there will be a continuous rise in
progress in all quarters of life, whether that is
personal growth, or development of the
nation as an entity. This progress has a very
important role to play for the coming
generation, which will reap the benefits of our
hard work, as they develop it, further. At the
same time, the negative impact of our actions
shall have its collateral damage on the
coming generation as well. This is why we
must be exceptionally prudent about the
decisions we make and the actions we take in
the present.

Job Seeker vs. Job Provider-

There will come a time, when you will
no longer feel the need to be working as
someone’s mere employee. You would want to
take charge and control over your own life
and income. This is when you will decide to
become a self-employed individual, who
would like to watch his/her own ideas take
realistic form. You would prefer being the one

offering job opportunities to others and aid in



IJRS SIS, Vol. VI, Issue (1), January 2018 : 309- 316

ISSN 2347 — 8268

:1“ INTERN ATIONAL JOURNAL OF RESEARCHES IN SOCIAL SCIENCES AND INFORMATION STUDIES
Nfg{‘ﬁ;iﬁ © VISHWASHANTI MULTIPURPOSE SOCIETY (Global Peace Multipurpose Society) R. No.659/13(N)
W&

www.vmsindia.org

providing income to them. At this stage of
entrepreneurship, you may use your own
expertise as well as that of other trained and
skilled associates. As a team, you will find
your business or venture expanding and
yielding good results. You may even gain the
confidence and insight, which will help you
diversify and spread your expertise into other
business arenas, which were previously
unknown to you, or you were unsure about.
This ability, comes with experience and
knowledge amassed over the years.
An Idle Mind is The Devil’s Workshop-
Education and studying regularly,
gives people of all age groups something
substantial and challenging to do. It helps
them think and use their idle hours, doing
something productive and  worthwhile.
Education need not be purely academic and
may include reading for leisure or as a
passion for

literature, philosophy, art,

politics, economics, or even scientific
research. There is no limit, to all that you can
teach yourself, only if you take the interest to
learn and grow as an individual. However,
those who treat knowledge as trash,
eventually find themselves getting absorbed
with thoughts of violence, and jealously
against those who are better off than
themselves. It is people such as these who
torn towards drug addiction, unnecessary
rebellion, crime, and plain inactivity. Such
people lack the self-esteem that a good

education often provides to its followers.
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CONCLUSION:

Education plays its continuous role in
all spheres of life. The reason being, that if we
are aware of the drawbacks of a decision and
we know about the possible contingencies
and the collateral damage, our consequent
actions would be wiser, which would help us
to keep danger at bay at all times.
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